
Party Play Time!
Take eight Mums, 12 children, eight helpers, lots of 
games and food and what do you get? Why, a highly 
enjoyable children`s party, of course. The brain-child 
of Joy and Tony Hobbs (WTRRP volunteers), the party 
for the WTRRP families and volunteers was held at St 
Luke`s Church, Langley Way on Saturday 19 February. 

It was a very long time since some of us had 
played Pass the Parcel, Oranges and Lemons 
(a modern version which, in a fit of political correctness 

avoided `chop off his head`, always the best bit), and 
Simon Says. But old and young pitched in and had 
a great time. We then had a delicious tea,which not 
only met the needs of all those present but also, it is 
said, the appetites of the Brownies who followed on. 

Many thanks to all those who attended, those who 
organised the proceedings, and all those, including 
members of Joy`s House group, who provided such a 
fine feast.
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Case study
AZ (not her real initials) arrived in Watford from Africa 
with her husband six months ago. He had a job and 
permission to stay; she planned to apply for leave to 
remain once she arrived in this country. They settled 
here and all seemed well, then one day they were in 
Tesco together, her husband met a couple of men that 
he seemed to know. They asked him to go along with 
them, and that’s the last she ever saw of him.

Now AZ is alone and expecting twins any day. The 
immigration service wants to deport her once the 
children are 6 weeks old. But if she returns to Africa, 
her husband’s family are likely to accuse her of his 
murder, and she runs the very real danger that they 
will take the law – as they see it – into their own 
hands. She has had to go to hospital here for ante-
natal care, and the local NHS trust wants to bill her 
for this. She has no money, and not much English.

Fortunately AZ managed to get to Watford Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau, who referred her to WTRRP. Now 
one of our volunteers goes to see her regularly, 
and we help her to argue her case with the NHS 
and social services, to fill in forms, and to get her 
to the immigration service offices in Croydon when 
needed. WTRRP also provides basic food and a small 
cash allowance until she can get social service help. 
Fortunately she found a church of her compatriots, 
and they have managed to find her a room to live. 

2011 AGM review
We held our annual general meeting on 14 February 
2011 at the Friends’ Meeting House in Watford, with 
guest speaker Christine Knight of the Southampton 
and Winchester Visitors’ Group.

This past year has been quite a watershed; Lawrie 
Coe – lynchpin of WTRRP for many years – has handed 
over to the new committee. WTRRP itself has a mixed 
outlook, with cuts in local government funding making 
things harder, and also resulting in more referrals, 
grown from 10 in February 2010 to 18 at the end of 
2010. WTRRP has 15 active volunteers, and we are 
always looking for more ‘befrienders,’ fundraisers, 
publicists and website designer, and money and gifts in 
kind.

Donations please
Our clients urgently need the following – can you help?

• Rice

• Breakfast cereals

• Tea

• Sugar

• Tinned fruit

• Tins of chickpeas, carrots, peas and tomatoes

• Fruit squashes

We are making a special appeal for nappies, 
especially for babies from 0 to 3 months.

Donations to WTRRP treasurer, 23 Kingsfield Road, 

Watford WD19 4PP, 01923 460508. Thank you



We continue to engage in advocacy on our clients’ 
behalf with authority of all types, aiming to be co-
operative rather than combative. We have also 
aimed to be more organised, producing a newsletter, 
an annual review report, a more formal system for 
interviewing volunteers, training for volunteers, and 
public liability insurance. We now have a single phone 
number routed to members on a rota, and plan a 
website. The Red Cross in Hertford and Luton – 
have expressed interest in co-operating with us and 
providing some services. 

As ever, WTRRP’s aim is to leave its referred clients 
self-sufficient, though some of them can remain with 
WTRRP for quite a while. For the record we reiterate 
that WTRRP is not able or permitted to give legal 
advice, or to express any legal opinion to its clients. We 
are sure that there are more refugees in the Watford 
area than we know of, and as they may have suffered 
at the hand of authority in their countries of origin, 
they’ll be reluctant to approach authority in the UK.

WTRRP accounts are healthier than last year’s, 
and we have enough to survive, though we need to 
be careful. We have had three years of plenty, but 
now, with public spending cuts, WTRRP needs reliable 
baseline funding from it sources, which include local 
churches and individuals. We will still apply for grants.

At the time of the AGM the committee comprised 
five members plus two co-optees, who stood again 
and were re-elected: Richard Kendal (chair), Sheila 
Swan (secretary), Chris Carter (treasurer), Joy Hobbs 
(volunteer coordinator) John Shaw (membership 
secretary), Maureen Tilbury (training).

Southampton and Winchester Visitors’ 
Group
Our guest speaker was Christine Knight, co-ordinator 
and trustee of the Southampton and Winchester 
Visitors’ Group.

The Group started in 2001 – when 50 asylum 
seekers were parked in Winchester Prison, as 
there was nowhere else for them – to visit these 
asylum seekers and to befriend them, find legal 
representation, and generally listening. 

When proper refugee centres were built, the Group 
continued to seek justice for refugees and asylum 
seekers, spreading to Southampton where there is a 
refugee dispersal centre. Training was sought from 
Refugee Action, Homeless Health and CLEAR, and 
after a few months the group started growing, and 
also taking referrals. Today there are 35-40 visitors 
(with a waiting list!) and two part-time employees 
serving about 90 clients per year, from Zimbabwe, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Eritrea and elsewhere. 

These include destitute refused asylum seekers, who 
received no benefits having gone off NAS support. 

The Group runs a scheme called ASSIST, which 
decides who to support, providing the same rent, 
cash and support, including a ‘sofa money’ subsidy 
to hosts to help the client to stay in one place, and 
enrolment fees for English classes. Visitors usually meet 
clients in public places like parks, ‘friendly’ cafés or the 
multi-cultural centre, so that privacy and safety are 
maintained. The Group distributes to its clients bags of 
necessary items. There is also a legal justice project, 
for clients providing access to an immigration specialist 
solicitor.

AGM 2012 
The 2012 AGM is on 20 February. Our guest speaker 
is Nicholas Sagovsky, former canon theologian of 
Westminster Abbey and author of Christian Tradition 
and the Practice of Justice. More details to follow.

All change
Richard Kendall, our chairman since WTRRP’s early 
days, has now stood down as he and his wife Susan 
have now moved to West Sussex. Richard has been 
an admirable chairman. He has a natural sympathy 
for people, has been ready to take up the cudgels 
with `the authorites` when required, and has been 
the public face of WTRRP on numerous occasions. He 
has also been a model of patience and courtesy when 
chairing our business meetings. Thank you, Richard, 
for all you have done for us. We wish you and Susan 
well as you move to pastures new. Tim Whittaker, 
who joined our committee last year, has agreed to 
succeed Richard. Tim has already shown that he is a 
man of real commitment to the cause and who `gets 
things done`. Welcome and best wishes, Tim.
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Watford & Three Rivers Refugee Project
Standing Order Instructions
If you use online banking: Please set up your standing order and complete sections B and C 

If you do not use online  Please complete all sections (A, B and C) 
banking:

Return this form to WTTRP, c/o Chris Carter, 23 Kingsfield Rd, Watford WD19 4PP

Section A

To the manager.......................................................................................Bank plc

ADDRESS....................................................................................................

.....................................................POSTCODE................................

Please pay to Watford & Three Rivers Refugee Project at: 
Lloyds TSB Bank plc, Edgware Branch 
P O Box 1000, BX1 1LT

Sort code 30-98-07 Account  03770168

Section B

The sum of  £........... (figures)  (............................................) (words)

commencing on the ............day of ..................20...... and a like sum:

(annually) (quarterly) (monthly) until (notified)/............20...... 
(delete as appropriate)

This order cancels all existing standing orders in favour of the Watford & Three Rivers Refugee Project

SIGNED...............................................DATE............................

Section C

ADDRESS....................................................................................................

...........................................................POSTCODE................................

Account name.........................................................

Sort code..................................Account number......................

Watford & Three Rivers Refugee 
Project
What do we do?

• Befriend asylum seekers and refugees (our 
clients)

• Give practical help – food, toiletries, nappies 
etc

• Help in finding accommodation
• Work with the statutory authorities on our 

client’s behalf
• Publicise the plight of our clients

What can you do to help?

• Become a volunteer, befriend and offer 
practical support

• Donate canned/dried food, toiletries, nappies 
and other basic household items

• Donations, large or small, to support our 
work (donations to WTRRP treasurer, 23 
Kingsfield Road, Watford WD19 4PP, 01923 
460508)

If you can help, or if you need to refer a 
client please contact 01923 252434.


